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THE SUTRA ABOUT THE DEEP KINDNESS OF PARENTS

AND THE DIFFICULTY OF REPAYING IT (EXCERPTS)

The Ninth Kindness is deep care and devotion.

“How heavy is parental kindness and their emotional concern! Their

kindness is deep and difficult to repay just a fraction. Willingly, they wish

to undergo suffering on their children’s behalf. If the child toils, the parents

feel uncomfortable. If they hear that he has traveled afar, they worry

that at night he might have to lie in the cold. Even a moment’s pain suffered

by the children, will cause the parents sustained distress.”

The Tenth Kindness is ultimate pity and sympathy.

“The kindness of parents is profound and important. Their tender

concern never ceases. From the moment they wake up each day, their

thoughts are with their children. Even if a mother has lived for a hundred

years, she will still worry about her eighty-year-old child! Do you

wish to know when such kindness and love ends? It doesn’t even begin

to dissipate until her life is over.”

The Buddha told Ananda, “When I contemplate living beings, I see

that although they are born as human beings, nonetheless, they are stupid

and dull in their thoughts and actions. They don’t consider their parents’

kindness and virtue. They are disrespectful and turn their backs on

kindness and what is right. They lack humanness and are neither filial

nor compliant.”

“The virtue of one’s parents’ kindness is boundless and limitless. If

one has made the mistake of being unfilial, how difficult it is to repay

that kindness!”
The above discourses teach us the boundless, vast love and kindness

that a mother bestows on her child.

In Buddhism, mother needs to be understood in relation to the place

accorded to women in that religion. The Brahman Vaisista shows the regard

a woman could achieve as a mother: “The teacher is ten times more

venerable than the assistant teacher, the father is a hundred times more

than the teacher, and the mother a thousand times more than the father”

(Murcott, 1991: 74). The mother is characterized by archetypal traits

such as devotion, compassion, and self-sacrifice. She is the symbol of

life, generation, and fertility. And, she is treated with the status of wisdom

and practice (Tsomo, 1988). Motherhood remained the most honored

phase of a woman’s life in Buddhist culture (Murcott, 1991: 76). 
The Sutra about the kindness of the mother evidences the symbol, the status, and the honor accorded to the mother and motherhood in Buddhism
FILIAL PIETY IN THE BUDDHIST WAY

The Sutra teaches us that we have the kindness of our parents to be

grateful for. After becoming aware of the kindness of one’s own parents,

one extends to all other parents and all other sentient beings the

feelings of love and gratitude that this awareness generates. Here, the

awareness of the kindness of parent is treated as one facet of the awareness

of the greater Buddha’s grace.
