Example of topics introduced to my Adolescent Psychology course as a result of work done through a Title VI grant on China
Asian Families Topic









1. Are families really different in different cultures—distinctive to time and place? Are families “the same everywhere”—universal in nature? Is the cataloguing of culture-specific tendencies valid and valuable or does it simplify and stereotype social experiences? 

      How to make comparisons, the use of binaries:

· Traditional and Modern—societal changes, examples include moving  from agricultural to industrial ways of life, reduced influence of religion in everyday life and more secular influences, bureaucratization and politicization of society (nationalisms) rather than local (clan, tribe, village) affiliations.

· Traditional and Modern—how cultural/societal changes may change family structures and socialization expectations over time—examples include from extended family structures to nuclear family structures, changes in family size (smaller) and composition (gender preference for sons, segregation of the sexes), temporal orientation (looking to past and ancestor worship and looking toward future), education for the few or education for the many, the role of customs and rituals (see the Hsu excerpt)

· Individualism and Collectivism—how the  socialization goals of cultures may differ from each other—examples include what it means to be an adult, self-reliance and interdependence, personal choice and group decision-making

· Western and Eastern-- the ways in which observers from outside of a culture and those within the culture may see and interpret the same experiences of growing up to suit their own cultural narratives—examples include meanings of discipline, meanings of authority and expressions of affect (see Chao article) 
· Outsider and Insider---from the outside other societies may look exotic (strikingly unusual and excitingly strange), primitive or unnatural. From the inside cultural traditions are frequently perceived as normal, natural, and even universal. From the inside, there may a tendency to explain within-culture problem as resulting from outside influences and cultural impositions.

· Shared Asian Cultural Values— Across the traditions of Confucianism, Buddhism and Taoism--Harmony, Compassion, mutual connectedness—person within nature
· What are shared Western Cultural Values—Across Religious, Philosophical, Political/Economic traditions? –equality, Individuality—person separate from nature
